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From the Convener....ccooeeeeveeneecennns

Our meeting on the 18" January was a great success with 23 members attend-  Feb 2009

ing and we welcomed four new members. Volume 13 No 5

Our guest speaker for the day was Brian Rogan who gave a wonderful talk on
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the origins of Ireland. He created lots of discussion on the topic of Ireland and

many of the members didn t get arou-" *~ ~f*+~vnmgon
busy talking. | m sure he will have Features rarc
asm.

Group update 1
Our next meeting on April 20" will be a research day. There are five new Irish

cd s that were |isted in past news StPatrick 2 he s

computers and four new books that members might like to peruse.
Ballymoney Old 3

Il went to the Irish club to the Aus ChurchGraveyard s5h he

show on Sunday afternoon the 1% of February.She has been revered through-

out the ages in innumerable countries. The amazing life of an inspirational Members Interests 4

woman was celebrated with stories, music. song and poetry.

. Next Meetings 5
It was a very pleasant afternoon with afternoon tea and we were shown how 9

to make a St Brigid Cross.Ma ki ng a St. Brigid S cross 1is one
tional rituals in Ireland to celebrate the beginning of early spring, Febru-
ary 1. The crosses are made of rushes that are pulled rather than cut.
They are hung by the door and in the rafters to protect the house from
fire and evil. St. Brigid ( 450-520 ) is the only one of the three patron
saints of Ireland who is native to the country. While on saints, another
famous Irish saint Patrick is having a big day soon. St Patricks day is

coming up on 17th March a great day to celebrate.

Sandie
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The National Archives Census of Ireland site is now on-line, currently the 1911 census records for Counties Antrim,

Down, Dublin and Kerry are available. The search engine can be found

at www.census.nationalarchives.ie/search/.More details of the census, the planned addition of other areas and the pro-

posed timescale can be found atwww.census.nationalarchives.ie/about/futureplans.html.

Whats on! National Archives. Shake your family tre4gm Wed 25th Feb 1
This is a free event at 384 Berwick St. East Victoria Park. ph 94707500

To encourage more Australians to unearth personal treasures, the National Archives of Australia is hosting "shake
your family tree" day in each of our capital city offices.

We have information in our vast collection of many Australian families. If members of your family migrated here in
the 20th century , served in the defence forces or worked for or had any other dealing with the commonwealth gov-
ernment. They likely will have something to interest you.

Each archives office will offer talks, preservation workshops, demonstrations and intorductory research training. With
expert family historians on hand visitors will learn how to locate family treasures such as letters, photographs service
records, immigration and citizenship applications, employment records, copyright registrations and other government

records.

St Patrick

Saint Patrick is believed to have been born in the late fourth century, and is often confused with Palla-
dius, a bishop who was sent by Pope Celestine in 431 to be the first bishop to the Irish believers in
Christ. Saint Patrick was the patron saint and national apostle of Ireland who is credited with bringing
christianity to Ireland. Most of what is known about him comes from his two works, the Confessio, a
spiritual autobiography, and his Epistola, a denunciation of British mistreatment of Irish christians. Saint
Patrick described himself as a "most humble-minded man, pouring forth a continuous paean of thanks to
his Maker for having chosen him as the instrument whereby multitudes who had worshipped idols and
unclean things had become the people of God." Saint Patrick is most known for driving the snakes from
Ireland. It is true there are no snakes in Ireland, but there probably never have been - the island was
separated from the rest of the continent at the end of the Ice Age. As in many old pagan religions, ser-
pent symbols were common and often worshipped. Driving the snakes from Ireland was probably sym-
bolic of putting an end to that pagan practice. While not the first to bring christianity to Ireland, it is Pat-
rick who is said to have encountered the Druids at Tara and abolished their pagan rites. The story holds
that he converted the warrior chiefs and princes, baptizing them and thousands of their subjects in the
"Holy Wells" that still bear this name. There are several accounts of Saint Patrick's death. One says that
Patrick died at Saul, Downpatrick, Ireland, on March 17, 460 A.D. His jawbone was preserved in a silver
shrine and was often requested in times of childbirth, epileptic fits, and as a preservative against the
"evil eye." Another account says that St. Patrick ended his days at Glastonbury, England and was buried
there. The Chapel of St. Patrick still exists as part of Glastonbury Abbey. Today, many Catholic places

of worship all around the world are named after St. Patrick, including cathedrals in New York and Dublin

city From http://www.st-patricks-day.com/ Celebrate on Margh, LitRL it irishgroupwags@optusnet.com.au
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New Book Ballymoney Old Church Graveyard

Dorothy Arthur, from Northern Ireland, has produced a book on Ballymoney Old Church
Graveyard in north County Antrim. The book includes a transcription and photograph of every
one of the 400+ memorials in the graveyard as well as detailed information on the families bur-

ied there. For more information go to http://ballymoneygraveyard.com or email doro-

thy@ballymoneygraveyard.com

The book is a culmination of over three years of meticulous research. Ms. Arthur has investi-
gated over 400 gravestones in the Old Church Graveyard, maintained by Ballymoney Borough
Council . It is every geneal ogi st s dream as
of each grave, but also commentaries on the family histories along with family trees. There is
much interest in this long awaited publication, as it will provide a valuable resource for every-

one with an interest in the families of the Ballymoney district. Until now, anyone researching

the Old Church Graveyard, had access to a map and headstone listing, both held in

Ball ymoney Museum s records. However, thanks

readers will be able to discover much more information about their ancestors, including where
they lived and their occupations. For some of the families, she accumulated so much
information that not all could be included, though she is happy for people to get in touch. Ms.
Arthur points out that many of the graves are illegible and some only partly readable, and she
was required to come up with a number of approaches to try and unlock their secrets. It has
been a long road, and many long hours have been spent ploughing through records at the
museum, PRONI, and various churches. The resulting publication is a remarkable
achievement and given the high interest in researching family history in this part of the world,
the book is sure to be a big hit with both genealogists and local people alike. We should

consider purchasing this book.

New WAGS Website Launched on 17th January

www.wags.org.au Well done to all involved in this relaunch.

Email Contact: irishgroupwags@optusnet.com.au
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raaet Members Interests
Member name locality/county year comment
Janet Reuvill Summers/Somers Monaghan pre 1852 |various spellings
Janet Reuvill McLelland Monaghan pre 1852 |various spellings
Heather Pizzino |Lilley/Lilly/Lillie Larne/ Antrim 1800s |various spellings
Heather Pizzino |Strain Ballymena/Antrim 1800s
Heather Pizzino |Magill Larne/ Antrim 1800s
Heather Pizzino |Morrow Larne/ Antrim 1800s
Heather Pizzino |Wilson Ballymena/Antrim 1800s
Heather Pizzino |McClintock Ballymena/Antrim 1800s
Heather Pizzino |Hegarty Larne/ Antrim 1800s
Val Williams Minion Rathvilly/Carlow 1812
VVal Williams Roche/Roach Rathvilly/Carlow 1820
\Val Williams Coe Carlow 1846
Mike Logan Logan Leitrim prel870
Mike Logan McLoughlin Leitrim prel870
Mike Logan Prior Leitrim prel870
Mike Logan McGirl Leitrim prel870
Mike Logan Dever/Devir/Diver Achill Island/ Mayo Prel890 |various spellings
Mike Logan Gallagher Achill Island/ Mayo Prel1890
Jan Addison Newbold Tipperary/Wicklow 17001850
Jan Addison Parker Wicklow 1800s
Jan Addison Cooper Wicklow 1800
Jan Addison Fayle Dublin 1700
Jan Addison Chapman Wicklow 1780
Jan Addison Potter Cavan 1780
Jan Addison Reilly Cavan 1800-1880
Jan Addison Donovan Cork 1800
Fran McKinnon |O'Donoghue Clare 1840
Fran McKinnon |Heath Clare 1840
Fran McKinnon |Esler Antrim
Margaret Hickey |Hickey Limerick Prel1860
Margaret Hickey |McCarron Monaghan Prel1860
Margaret Hickey |McGlouchlin/ McLoughlin Kings prel830 |various spellings
Margaret Hickey |Kain/Cain Queens prel850
Daphne Edwards |Barrett Tipperary/ Waterford 1820
Daphne Edwards |McKeown Antrim 1840
Daphne Edwards |Quinlan Kilkenny 1830
Daphne Edwards |Reid Dublin 1822
Elaine Dickson |McCoo Armagh Pre1862
Elaine Dickson |Craney Down Prel1859
Elaine Dickson |McKay Down Prel1859
Mark Donald Donald Down Pre1852
Mark Donald Neshitt Armagh Pre1900
Mark Donald McCutcheon Down Pre1845
Mark Donald Clegg Copeland Islands/ Down Pre1830
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2009 Meetings: 2pm start

Sunday 19 April
Sunday 19 July
Sunday18th October

Venue WAGS Rooms May St Bayswater

Please check with Sandie at the next meet-
ing if your $5.00 is due for receiving the
newsletter and being part of the Irish
Group.

This is our only means of raising funds to
contribute resources to the WAGS Library..

Thanks in anticipation

Looking for Irish Ancestors
A great time to be looking for your Irish ancestors...
the LDS have just added to their pilot site a bunch
of new records including:

- Ireland, Civil Registration Indexes 1845-1958;
23,023,320 index records;

The only place in Perth where you could get these
until the other day was the LDS centre at Dianella,
winding through microfilms quarter by quarter, and
now it's freely searchable on your computer.

If you haven't already bookmarked the pilot site, go
to www.familysearch.org , find the tab 'search re-
cords' and click on 'record search pilot'.

Then have a look at 'view all collections'.

I't's only the index,
Next Newsletters ¢ é é é . . .

Please send Sandie ( sunnaspot@hotmail.com )
a short overview of your Irish Family approxi-
mately 100 words then we will include in future

newsletters

More Members Interests continued

Marcia Watson
Seton/Seaton
Cox
Causier/Causzar
Cauzier/Causer
Couser

Dublin 1740. - 1970
Dublin 1700 -1790

Dublin 1700 -1850

Thelma Callow

Brady Malone 1870 - 1890
Moffatt

Ross Tassaugh 1865

Ward 1822

Ross 1780

Box 1868

Please let Sandie know of your interest and she
will update the Special interest Group spread-
sheet.

Unt i | t he next t i m

Beannachtai na Féile Padraig

is the Gaelic way of expressing a wish that
you have all the bl essi
and the Aluck of the |

ngs o
ri she

Mark Donald(Editor) is moving to

Halls Creek (WA) as the Community
Health Nurse Manager but has agreed
to continue compiling the newsletter. His
email will change as there is no Optus

bUts%rVI'd:éEh‘éVe_SearChi ng!

Slainte
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