Journal of Her Majesty's Hired Convict Ship
"Robert Small"
between 5th April 1853 and 13th September 1853.

GENERAL REMARKS

My present state of health renders it advisable that | complete my remarks as soon as possible; not
merely from any apprehension | may entertain of an unfavourable termination of my complaint
(although | am by no means free from such apprehension), but because | wish to have this journal
prepared for transmission to England by the first possibly opportunity.

It is well however that the observations | feel called upon to make can be condensed into a small
space, because | do not feel capable of prolonged exertion, and the intense anxiety of mind under
which | laboured during the whole voyage to Swan River will readily account for this.

Having already given a detailed statement of every death that occurred, it only remains for me to relate
what | conceive to be the origins of the sickness that prevailed on board; and then to point out the
cause why such a frightful source of Pestilence did not produce diseases of all, but universal mortality.

Both these matters have been mentioned in the daily journal | forwarded to the Comptroller of the
Transport Services, and as the remarks therein stated were made at the time, they will probably
express my opinion better than | shall be able to do here, because all men are apt to think lightly of the
perils they have passed, as well as of the preservatives from those perils, be they ever so wonderful;
yet this is by no means the case with me in the present instance; for to the last hour of my life | shall
never forget that the offensive matter which constituted four fifths of the Ballast of the “Robert Small"
Convict Ship, was the cause of most of the diseases that prevailed on board of her; and that the
Chloride of Zinc prevented those diseases from spreading to a frightful extant, and most probably from
terminating in a sweeping pestilence.

It may be asked, why the Chloride of Zinc did not prevent the diseases altogether as the Ship was
washed and deodorised with that fluid immediately before she left Deptford? My answer to this
question is easy, because | am enabled to state that it was physically impossible the ship could have
been treated thus while she was at Deptford, unless it can be imagined that one hundred and fifty or
two hundred tons of fine sand, and the most offensive vegetable matter, could have been removed
from her hold, and again brought back into it; for unless this stuff was removed, she could not have
been deodorised, and if it had been removed, it must have been brought back again or else it could not
have been found in her hold when she was cleaned out at Rio de Janeiro and that it was found there,
and to the extent and in the state | have mentioned has been certified by her Senior Naval Officer, and
admitted by the Master; consequently it is useless to enlarge upon this subject; as arguments in favour
of points which are as manifest as the sun at noon day, are unnecessary, therefore | shall conclude by
giving my own opinion, the truth of which | am as satisfied of, as | am of my existence, namely that the
astonishing effects of this deodorising and disinfecting fluid have been the means of saving many lives,
and further that without it or some substance equally effective (which | believe does not exist) neither
myself, not those who were in attendance upon the sick, could perform our duties towards those
unhappy persons whose bodies sent forth such an intolerable odour that it would have been impossible
to have come near them, or even to have allowed them to remain either in the Prison or Hospital.

| should have remarked before that the number of names in the sick list does not form a third of those
who were under Medical treatment from time to time; the reason of this is as follows: - It is always
advisable in a Convict Ship, especially when diseases are numerous, to keep the sick list down, as it is
termed, with a view of deceiving the general body as regards the healthiness or unhealthiness of the
Ship; and more effectually to do this it is often necessary to keep the names of some off the list who
ought to be there, and to register those of others who have little or nothing the matter with them, but
this arrangement does not in any way interfere with the treatment of either the one class or the other.

Harvey Morris
Surgeon Superintendent.



8 yzaunraad aseasIq sybug Jauoisuad A uosqio) ablios /L aunr
gz aunr pain) q eaoydlelq 101AU0D 62 ueAeq sawer /L aunr

L Ainp paing g eluownaud 101AU0D vZ saybnH sawer /L aunr

0z 1snbny |eydsoH 0} Jues xeloyjolpAH 101AU0D 4 ajluuny uyor /L aunr

L ggaunrad JaAs JolAU0D 144 eaqg uyor ¥l sunr
gz aunr pain) q eluownaud 101AU0D Y4 ayiuun) siouely ZlL aunr

L Ainp paing g eaoydlelq 101AU0D e weybuiuun) oup ZlL aunr

0z 1snbny |eydsoH 0} Jues sisIyiud Jauoisuad pJepn uyor Ll aunp

oL Ainr panaiiey eaoydlelq PIIYD sJauoisuad | syw 9 pJepn 1a1ebiepy Ll aunp

¥1 aunr pain) q anby Jauoisuad ¢e | ueybeen snigulon Ll aunp

L Ainf pain) q eaoylieiq 10IAUOD) o¢ Kaimeld wel|ipn 0l aunr

0z aunr pain) q uoiNJed 9JIM S Jauolsuad Gz Aeq uuy 6 aunp

L Ainp paun) g sadiaH J0IAUOD 12 uie sewer Jaunr

¥1 aunr pain) q SLIe|ISUO] ayoueukn 101AU0D Y4 pleuoqon |elueq ¢ aunp

¥1 aunr pain) esoyllelq 101AUOD ov uelojleH uyor ¢ ounp

Ll /1 isnbny @ @ Aisyussia J0IAU0D ¥4 ayIng Wel||IA\ ¢ aunp
oL Ainr pansiiey g snuwiselep 101AUOD oS AJl04D [eeyoIn zaunr

L AInp panaliey g ueudsAg 10IAUOD 2 Aeoleq [eeyoIN zaunp

0L aunr pain)y esoyllelq 101AUOD 0z anbea| |oeyoIn zaunr

0z aunr paing q eaoydlelq 101AU0D GS Alley uyor | aunp

9 zLaunraag Jana 101AUOD z< ueyas\ |oeyoIN | aunp
S yz ey suwgugqQ [@SSaA pooig Jo Bunsing 101AU0D 8¢ ua|InD 3oLed L aunp
0L aunr pain)y eaoyllelq 101AUOD z2C Aunwj@y| sswer Jz Rely

0Z 1snbny [eydsoH 01 Juag AsjuasAq 10IAUOD 22 UUA[ ] [eIUeq 12 fen

0¢Z 1snbny |eydsoH 0} Jues sishjeled 101AUOD ve ueplor youyed vz Rely

¥ LzAkewaa Bun Yo7 uo ssadsqQy 10IAUOD sz a|peag sewoy | el Aep
€ lcRew aa sisiyiyd JolAU0D €c uejjsuuog Xolied ¢l Aep
L AInp paun) g sadioH 10IAUOD cz uebauuoq uyor el Aep

0z fely painD g eaoyllelq 101AUOD ve Aydinpy sswer ZL ey

0z Aepy painD uonlnued 3JIM S Jauoisuad vz Aayory euep 6 Aen

¢1L Ainp |auoD q snuiselep PIIYo sJsuoisusd | syjw ¢ uufl4 u9| 3 J Repy

0l AIne painn g AsjuasAq 10IAUOD ez uelig sewer 9 Aep

Z LLAen aa auln Jo uonualey Jauolsuad cy Aoluo) uyor 9 Repy
L ociudyaa euyisy Jsuoisuad 144 SusmQ oliied /2 udy
oN AlojsiH esen pasodsip MoH punopA Jo aseasiq Allenp by aweN 1SI7 Y0IS U0 8jeq

‘€681 Joquisydag €| pue £6g| udy G usamiaq ,jlews Haqoy,,

diys 391AU0) 3y} paeoq uo yoog XIS Ajleq




1 Isnbny paind g elweyydo 01AU0D v ueboH Ayjow | 0l isnbny
Gl isnbny pain) g yueyen 101AU0D 1z 3IpIYON pleulag 0l 1snbny
¥1 1snbny pain) g eaoydlelq 101AU0D ¥4 BS)IYA\ sewer 6 1snbny
Gl 1snbny pain) g eaoyllelq 10IAUOD sz saybnH pJempg 6 1snbny
9z 1snbny |eudsoH 0} Jues JUBpIooY 101AU0D e Ajlouuo) J818d g 1snbny
6 1snbny BuLisbuley Jauoisuad vy apenpoI\ Jared G 1snbny

QzZ 1snbny AAINDG 101AUOD 6l uebnoQq Youled G 1snbny

L L 1snbny eisdedsAg 10IAUOD cz uejoq pJemp3g € 1snbny

1snbny pain) g wisiewnayy 101AU0D GZ Koj04 sawer | 1snbny

| 1snbny onedisuo) 10IAUOD 12 unJey sswer b 1snbny

L | snbny eluownaud J0lAU0D 8¢ pJojels yoljed oc Ainp

L L 1snbny eaoyulelq 10IAUOD 22 Ailag uiuep gz AInr

¥ 1snbny eaoydlelq 101AU0D 1T Kao1eq |19eyoipy 1z Ainp

og Ainp eisdadsiq J0IAU0D ov eJe|\ uyor ez Ainp

& Ainp paind @ Asda|id3 0IAU0D 44 uebappoig uyor 9} AInp
&¢ 1snbny paind @ wsfewnayy J0IAU0D 8z |oUU0g uyor Gl Ainp
0l & snbny a g Aisyuasia 191AU0D GS Alley uyor ¢l Ainp
L | 1snbny spjluownaud 10IAUOD (Y4 Aauejoqg uyor el Aine

g AInf painn wisiewnayy 101AUOD 0z [|2.leq sewepr el AiInp
&.¢,1snbny pain) g eaoyuelq 10IAUOD 22 Allag uiuep oL Aine
01 1snbny AisuasAq 10IAU0D 8¢ ueyboio sejoyoIN g AInr

ZlL Ainp onedisuo) 10IAUOD 22 aoyouoq sewoy ] g AInp

6 AInr BuLisbuley Jauolsuad v aplLIgoI\ Ja1ad g AInr

/isnbny paind @ elwleyydo J0IAU0D T ueboH Ayjow | g Ainp
iz isnbny paind @ elwleyydo JolAU0D 144 Suole|y yelwalsr 9Ainr
¢¢ 1snbny pain) g eaoydlelq 101AU0D ve suing 3oLied 9 AInr
L1 Isnbny pain) q eluownaud 101AUOD 0z Reunpy uyopr G AInp
¢z Aine paing g wsnewnayy 10IAU0D vz ueyeueys uamoQ G AIne

g AInf paing Q ayoepesH 101AU0D oz suing sewoy | ¥ Ainp

ZL Ainr paind @ eaoyLelqg J0IAU0D 0g AypeQon uyor v Ainp

L 1snbny paind g sijijedeH 101AUOD oS Kauole|\ sewer ¢ AInp
0l AIne paing g ylee)n 10IAUOD o | Aeusaynoy sewoy ] c AN

6 ¥ isnbny Q @ XeJoyjoJpAH J0IAU0D e As|leH piemp3 L Ainp
| Ainr paind @ onednsuo) JolIAU0D L€ ysijbug ueug Jgaunr

9 Ainr paind @ sijusug JolAU0D 0c BUUSHIIN Xoljed 9¢ aunr

Gl isnbny uisijewnayy ajndy J0lIAU0D 4 suljjod Ayjowr | 9¢ aunr

g AInf pain) Q eisdedsAQg 101AUOD z< Apeje J9yod yZ aunp

€ 1snbny pain) g Jana4 10IAU0D sz Aaj04 Ayjowin | zzaunr




88z awel} ‘| L /N |99y 108loid BuiAdo) juior uelensny

cl 21 Jequeydag pain) g uonlnuJed 9JIM S Jauolsuad oV nyuy Arepy 0z 1snbny
/ Jlaqwaydas q Alngeq plIYd S.Jauoisuad Aep | Inyuy sswepr 0z 1snbny

Zl Zzisnbny @@ snuisele|y J0lIAU0D 0€ 11040 19BY2IN L | Isnbny
0z 1snbny |endsoH 0} Juas wisijewnayy aynoy 101AU0D 8¢ ualny uyor L1 1snbny

gl i1snbny pain) g eisdedsAQg 101AU0D 6l ueppous WelfjIpn L1 1snbny

g1 1snbny pain) g wsnewnayy 10IAUOD 22 AassausaH uyor L L 1snbny

€1 1snbny pain) g onedisuo) 101AU0D oV uew.oS) Wel|jipn L1 1snbny

Gl i1snbny pain) g eaoydlelq 101AU0D Zz | eleweNoep [9BYOIN L1 1snbny




