Tracing descendants

® Different from tracing ancestry
® Much harder!

® Can be done, but depends on

- ® npames (how common?)
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Tracing ancestors Tracing descendants

Someone in the past —

Self = parents, etc .
P children, etc

Going backwards in time | Going forwards in time

Not everyone marries or
has children, they may have
many children, they may
not have died yet, they may
have moved

Everyone has 2 parents,
everyone dies.
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Mobility factors

® Think of some of the driving forces of the times
® Enclosures
® |ndustrial revolution

® Coming of the railways

b i . . . b P
. sl :““..L.-\, e = i Na ¥ P o 8 Lt NI g O a, -
Lo feed S f . . PN ¢

) . : | ] ”" v

(SR )
\y -Vc‘l¢ | L'l g

Tuesday, 8 November 2011



Approach (England)

® Find out what you can about the person:
® full name
® date of birth
parents and siblings

occupation
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Approach (other places)

® Access to BMD indexes usually restricted

® May need to rely more on

® Death certificates (often contain information on
marriage and children, not so in England)
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Case study in England

® From the 1911 census:
® 9 Nelson Terrace, Park Road, Birmingham
® Henry Walter SMITH, age 7, born B’ham
® Father Henry, 47, Driver of Cripple Ambulance, b. B’ham
¢ Mother Clara, 44,b. B'ham
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